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Overview

Coordinating Center (CC) 

The National Drug Early Warning System (NDEWS) was first funded by the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse (NIDA) in 2014, as an expansion of its longstanding Community Epidemiology 
Workgroup (CEWG). Through July 2020, the first iteration of the NDEWS was overseen 
researchers at the University of Maryland’s Center for Substance Abuse Research. 

In April 2020, NIDA funded the second iteration of NDEWS as a Cooperative Agreement grant 
to the University of Florida, led by our research group from the University of Florida, NYU 
Langone Health, and Florida Atlantic University. 

In 2024, our team submitted a competitive renewal to continue serving as the NDEWS 
Coordinating Center. This renewal was funded in March 2025, marking the third iteration of 
NDEWS, which continues to led by our research group comprised of scientists, students, and 
staff from the University of Florida, NYU Langone Health, and Florida Atlantic University.  

NDEWS is funded by NIDA to the University of Florida (MPI: Cottler (contact), Co-Is: 
Goldberger, Nixon, Striley), NYU Langone Health (MPI: Palamar), and Florida Atlantic 
University (Co-I: Barenholtz). NDEWS provides the field with timely, salient, and valuable 
information on emerging substance use trends.  

ndews-cc@ufl.edu  |  www.ndews.org  |  @NDEWSnews NDEWS Coordinating Center, Department of Epidemiology, 
University of Florida, PO Box 100231, Gainesville, FL 32610  
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NDEWS Weekly Briefing 
The NDEWS Weekly Briefing curates emerging data and findings from across our Early 
Warning Network, which includes three core components: our Scientific Advisory Group 
(SAG), comprised of national experts and federal partners; our Sentinel Site Directors (SSD), 
who lead local surveillance in key geographic regions; and our Community-Based Health 
Experts (CBHE), who provide on-the-ground insights from populations most impacted by 
drug trends. Together, these contributors generate timely, multidisciplinary and impactful 
information, ranging from local surveillance data to peer-reviewed research findings. These 
contributions inform all of our communities. 

Click the button below or scan the QR-code to subscribe to the 
NDEWS Weekly Briefing. Please share the Briefing with your 
colleagues and network so we can make an even bigger impact. 

NDEWS Sentinel Sites 
Our Early Warning Network currently includes 16 sentinel sites, which regularly collect 
community-level indicators of drug use, morbidity, and mortality. Each month we send our 
Sentinel Site Directors (SSD) questions of interest to the field that are suggested by SSDs, our 
NDEWS team, or individuals reading our Weekly Briefing. SSDs inform us of signals of drug 
use in in their communities by providing us with quantitative and qualitative data. 
Continuous integration of these reports ensures NDEWS can issue timely public health alerts 
and adapt strategies to minimize harms as trends evolve. 

NDEWS Sentinel Site Directors Report, January 2026 
In the January 2026 report, our SSD reported on trends of note observed in 2025 compared to 
previous year(s) related to substance use, adulterants, overdoses, etc. Their responses are 
highlighted in depth below. The NDEWS sentinel sites continue to act as valuable data 
sources for local context for understanding shifts in drug trends. Many site directors reported 
on changes in the rates of overdoses and shifts in the local drug supply, including 3 directors 
mentioning the emergency of medetomidine. We would like to thank our Sentinel Site 
Directors for their insight. 

Note: The terminology used for drug-related/drug-involved overdoses (fatal and nonfatal) 
vary slightly from site to site. The data for many sites is labeled as preliminary and may 
change slightly. Lack of information about a particular drug or drug trend from a site director 
does not indicate that the drug is not available or the trend not apparent at that site. You can 
read more about NDEWS Sentinel Site Reports and read archived reports here. 
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Western US region 

Seattle, WA: Caleb Banta-Green, PhD, MPH, MSW 
& Jason Williams, PhD 

San Francisco, CA: Phillip Coffin, MD, MIA 

San Diego, CA: Annick Bórquez, PhD 

Denver, CO: Tyler Coyle, MD 

Midwestern US region 

Nebraska: Patrick Habecker, PhD 

Minnesota: Nate Wright PhD, MPH 

St. Louis, MO: Heidi Israel, PhD, FNP, LCSW, CCRG

Chicago, IL: Mary Mackesy-Amiti, PhD  

Ohio: Kelley Kampman, PhD  

Southern US region 

Texas: Dayong Lee, PhD  

Kentucky: Sarah Hargrove, MS 

Atlanta, GA: Matt Myers, MS, MPA 

Florida: Bruce Goldberger, PhD 

Northeastern US region 

Philadelphia, PA: Jeanmarie Perrone, MD 

New York City, NY:  Ellenie Tuazon, MPH

Response KeyNDEWS Sentinel Sites 

Sentinel Site Directors (from Western to Eastern US) 
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Sentinel Site Report - Year in Review: 
What were distinct trends related to substance use, adulterants, overdoses 

(nonfatal and/or fatal) observed in 2025 compared to previous year(s)?

San Francisco, CA: Phillip Coffin, MD, MIA

In 2025, there was an expected small increase in drug 
overdose mortality. Preliminary findings suggest fentanyl 
overdose deaths may largely be among people who do 
not regularly use fentanyl.

Seattle, WA: Caleb Banta-Green, PhD, MPH, MSW
& Jason Williams, PhD

The disrupted fentanyl supply is over, with low rates of samples 
sold as fentanyl not containing fentanyl. Reduced rates of BTMPS 
detected. Fentanyl continues to be detected with a stimulant 
and/or alcohol or benzodiazepines. Towards late 2025, an influx of 
medetomidine was detected in the fentanyl supply.

Florida: Bruce Goldberger, PhD

In 2025, we saw a significant decrease in new psychoactive substances including 
novel benzodiazepines, cathinones, fentanyl and fentanyl analogs, and nitazenes 
in decedents. The most frequently occurring drugs found included ethyl alcohol, 
benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, cathinones, cocaine, fentanyl, gabapentin, 
methamphetamine (with amphetamine), morphine, oxycodone, and xylazine.

San Diego, CA: Annick Bórquez, PhD

We saw a decrease in opioid related fatal overdoses (Jan 1-Nov 30: 600 in 2025 
vs 832 in 2024). 2025 saw a higher rate of methamphetamine -only use (i.e. no 
fentanyl), much lower rate of fentanyl-only use (i.e. no methamphetamine), a 
lower rate of methamphetamine + fentanyl, lower rate of methadone with 
other drugs. There was also a lower rate of co-morbid cardiovascular disease 
that involved methamphetamine (i.e. methamphetamine not as the cause 
of death but as a contributing factor).

Texas: Dayong Lee, PhD

Preliminary findings indicate that fentanyl related deaths continue to 
decline in 2025, a notable trend beginning in 2024. Other opioid related 
deaths also follow these declining trends in 2024-2025 after their peak in 
2023. Xylazine position cases also decreased in 2025 vs. 2024 (15 vs. 42).

St. Louis, MO: Heidi Israel, PhD, FNP, LCSW, CCRG

We saw a decrease in fatal overdoses involving fentanyl possibly 
attributed to staff and vending machine distribution of free naloxone. 
Possible decreases in purity have been noted. Heroin continues to be 
seen at low levels in treatment and medical examiner data.

Washington, DC: Lisa Wiederlight, MPP

 No information to report at this time.

Minnesota: Nate Wright, PhD, MPH

There was a notable spring surge in fatal and nonfatal overdoses, time bound, with the 
number of overdoses reduced to expected and consistent numbers since. We also observed 
a small but notable increase in carfentanil detections from our biosurveillance program.

Nebraska: Patrick Habecker, PhD

Heavy methamphetamine use continued statewide. 
Overdose deaths were down but returning to 2020 
levels of ~150 deaths per year. The accuracy of the 
overdose death reporting system is being evaluated 
for improvements.

Ohio: Kelley Kampman, PhD

Nonfatal and fatal overdoses continue to trend downwards (monthly nonfatal 
overdose ED visits dropped from 46.1 in 2024 vs. 39.6 in 2025, based on CDC 
DOSE-SYS data). The Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner's office continues 
to report a decrease in total overdose deaths from 2023-2025.

Denver, CO: Tyler Coyle, MD

 No information to report at this time.

Chicago, IL: Mary Mackesy-Amiti, PhD

There has been a sharp decrease in opioid-related overdose deaths 
(~45% through November 2025) compared to 2024 (499 vs 911).

Philadelphia, PA: Jeanmarie Perrone, MD

In 2025, we saw a new and highly impactful drug withdrawal 
syndrome associated with the new alpha agonist, medetomidine.

New York City, NY: Ellenie Tuazon, MPH

In 2025, we saw the continued involvement of carfentanil in overdose 
deaths, often involving other substances. These were seen more 
frequently this year compared to 2024. Medetomidine has also been 
detected in community drug checking samples.

Kentucky: Sarah Hargrove, MS

 No information to report at this time.

Response Key

Response indicates no 
recent signal related to drug

Atlanta, GA: Matt Myers, MS, MPA

In 2025 we experienced the consequences of SB 494 (effective October 2024), 
where the Georgia General Assembly attempted to fix "loopholes" in the 2018 
Farm Bill. Instead this resulted in the creation of semi-synthetic cannabinoid 
consumables, disingenuously marketed as "hemp". While the Department of 
Agriculture continues to sort out the regulatory process, the repercussions 
remain unknown, but the foreseeable outcome is easy access to these 
products at gas stations statewide.

Response indicates recent 
signal related to drug
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Sentinel Site Report 

Responses from Sentinel Sites in the Western region of the US 
on trends observed in 2025 

 Seattle, WA: Caleb Banta-Green, PhD, MPH, MSW 
& Jason Williams, PhD – In 2025, we observed 
more of same: fentanyl, often detected with a 
stimulant and/or alcohol or benzodiazepines. We 
are just starting to see the influx of medetomidine 
in the fentanyl supply. The 2024 disruption in the 
fentanyl supply, which spanned ~6-months, is 
clearly over, with low rates of samples sold as 
fentanyl not containing fentanyl and reduced 
rates of the presence of BTMPS.  

San Francisco, CA: Phillip Coffin, MD, MIA –  
The most marked trend in 2025 was an expected 
small increase in drug overdose mortality. 
Preliminary findings also suggest that a substantial 
proportion of fentanyl overdose deaths may be 
among people who do not regularly use fentanyl.  

Sentinel Site Report - Year in Review: Distinct trends observed in 2025 
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 San Diego, CA: Annick Bórquez, PhD – 
Compared to 2024, in 2025, we saw a decrease in 
opioid-related fatal overdoses: ~840 by 11/30/2024 
vs. 670+ by 11/30/2025 (there were 900+ drug 
related deaths in total in 2024).  

When comparing overall drug-related deaths 
between the November 30, 2024 – November 30, 
2025 timeframe, trends of note include: 

• While approximately the same number, 2025 saw a higher rate of methamphetamine
-only drug-related deaths (i.e. no fentanyl): 202 in 2024 (24%) vs 196 (33%) in 2025

• A much lower rate (and lower%) of fentanyl-only drug-related deaths (i.e. no
methamphetamine): 182 (22%) in 2024 vs 95 (16%) in 2025

• A lower rate (but similar %) of methamphetamine + fentanyl drug-related deaths: 259
(31%) in 2024 vs 192 (32%) in 2025

• A lower rate of methadone drug-related deaths (can involve other drugs): 18 in 2024 vs
8 in 2025

• A lower number of drug-related deaths were cardiovascular disease related and
involved methamphetamine (i.e. methamphetamine not as the cause of death but as
a contributing condition): 65 in 2024 vs. 46 in 2025

Denver, CO: Tyler Coyle, MD – No information to report at this time. 

Responses from Sentinel Sites in the Midwest region of the US 
on trends observed in 2025 

Nebraska: Patrick Habecker, PhD – 2025 trends showed methamphetamine use remaining 
popular across the state. Reported overdose deaths are down in Nebraska though and are 
returning to ~2020 levels of around ~150 deaths per year. Additionally, there is growing 
attention and investigation on the accuracy of the overdose death reporting system in our 
state. Nebraska is the only state where county attorneys automatically serve as coroners, and 
they are not required to be medical professionals. The dependence on a coroner only system, 
especially in smaller population counties, along with a lack of autopsies may be contributing 
to an under-reported rate of fatal overdoses. This reporting impacts the availability of 
substance use treatment and resources statewide. 
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Minnesota: Nate Wright PhD, MPH – After encouraging declines in 
overdoses in 2024, the trends in 2025 held stable, with the exception of 
the spring, during which there was a notable surge in fatal and 
nonfatal overdoses. However, this was time bound, with the number of 
overdoses reduced to expected and consistent numbers since. As has 
been seen in other parts of the country, we also observed a small 
notable increase in detections of carfentanil from our biosurveillance 
program.  

St. Louis, MO: Heidi Israel, PhD, FNP, LCSW, CCRG –  
In 2025, we saw a decrease in fatal overdoses involving fentanyl, 
possibly attributed to an increase in community outreach distribution 
of naloxone and vending machines that dispense free naloxone. 
Possible decreases in purity have been noted. Heroin continues to be 
seen at low levels in treatment and medical examiner data.  

Chicago, IL: Mary Mackesy-Amiti, PhD 
– There has been a sharp decrease in
opioid-related overdose deaths – a
45% decrease (~45% through
November 2025) compared to 2024
(499 vs 911).

Ohio: Kelley Kampman, PhD –  
Nonfatal and fatal overdoses continue to trend downwards in Ohio. 
The monthly rate of nonfatal overdose ED visits in Ohio dropped from 
46.1 in September 2024 to 39.6 in September 2025, according to the 
CDC DOSE-SYS dashboard. The Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner's 
Office continues to report a decrease in total overdose deaths from 
2023 to 2025. 
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Responses from Sentinel Sites in the Southern region of the US on trends 
observed in 2025 

Texas: Dayong Lee, PhD – The 2024-2025 statewide drug-related death data is not available 
yet, neither are the EMS and hospital non-fatal drug poisoning data, but preliminary data 
indicates that the number of fentanyl-related deaths continued to decline in 2025, which is a 
trend we saw started in 2024. Other opioid-related deaths also follow the declining trends in 
2024-2025 after their peak in 2023. The number of xylazine position cases likewise decreased 
in 2025 compared to 2024 (n=15 vs. 42). 

Kentucky: Sarah Hargrove, MS – No information to report at this time. 

Atlanta, GA: Matt Myers, MS, MPA – In 2025 we experienced the consequences of SB 494 
(effective October 2024), where the Georgia General Assembly attempted to fix "loopholes" in 
the 2018 Farm Bill. Instead, this resulted in the creation of semi-synthetic cannabinoid 
consumables, disingenuously marketed as "hemp". While the Department of Agriculture 
continues to sort out the regulatory process, the repercussions remain unknown, but the 
foreseeable outcome is easy access to these products at gas stations statewide. 
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Florida: Bruce Goldberger, PhD – In 2025, we saw a significant decrease in new psychoactive 
substances including novel benzodiazepines, cathinones, fentanyl and fentanyl analogs, and 
nitazenes in decedents. The most frequently occurring drugs found included ethyl alcohol, 
benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, cathinones, cocaine, fentanyl, gabapentin, 
methamphetamine (with amphetamine), morphine, oxycodone, and xylazine. 

Washington, DC: Lisa Wiederlight, MPP – No information to report at this time. 

Responses from Sentinel Sites in the Northeastern region of the US on trends 
observed in 2025 

Philadelphia, PA: Jeanmarie Perrone, MD –  
In 2025, we saw a new and highly impactful 
drug withdrawal syndrome associated with 
the new alpha agonist, medetomidine. 
 

New York City, NY: Ellenie Tuazon, MPH –  
We noted a 28% decrease in 2024 overdose deaths in NYC, 
2025 data is still provisional. This was not seen in the same way 
across demographic groups or across neighborhoods. In 2025, 
we are seeing the continued involvement of carfentanil in 
overdose deaths. These were seen more in 2025 to date than 
in 2024 overall. These are often with other substances. We also 
saw medetomidine in community drug checking samples.   
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