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Sentinel Site Report - Year in Review: 
What were distinct trends related to substance use, adulterants, overdoses 

(nonfatal and/or fatal) observed in 2025 compared to previous year(s)?

San Francisco, CA: Phillip Coffin, MD, MIA

In 2025, there was an expected small increase in drug 
overdose mortality. Preliminary findings suggest fentanyl 
overdose deaths may largely be among people who do 
not regularly use fentanyl.

Seattle, WA: Caleb Banta-Green, PhD, MPH, MSW
& Jason Williams, PhD

The disrupted fentanyl supply is over, with low rates of samples 
sold as fentanyl not containing fentanyl. Reduced rates of BTMPS 
detected. Fentanyl continues to be detected with a stimulant 
and/or alcohol or benzodiazepines. Towards late 2025, an influx of 
medetomidine was detected in the fentanyl supply.

Florida: Bruce Goldberger, PhD

In 2025, we saw a significant decrease in new psychoactive substances including 
novel benzodiazepines, cathinones, fentanyl and fentanyl analogs, and nitazenes 
in decedents. The most frequently occurring drugs found included ethyl alcohol, 
benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, cathinones, cocaine, fentanyl, gabapentin, 
methamphetamine (with amphetamine), morphine, oxycodone, and xylazine.

San Diego, CA: Annick Bórquez, PhD

We saw a decrease in opioid related fatal overdoses (Jan 1-Nov 30: 600 in 2025 
vs 832 in 2024). 2025 saw a higher rate of methamphetamine -only use (i.e. no 
fentanyl), much lower rate of fentanyl-only use (i.e. no methamphetamine), a 
lower rate of methamphetamine + fentanyl, lower rate of methadone with 
other drugs. There was also a lower rate of co-morbid cardiovascular disease 
that involved methamphetamine (i.e. methamphetamine not as the cause 
of death but as a contributing factor).

Texas: Dayong Lee, PhD

Preliminary findings indicate that fentanyl related deaths continue to 
decline in 2025, a notable trend beginning in 2024. Other opioid related 
deaths also follow these declining trends in 2024-2025 after their peak in 
2023. Xylazine position cases also decreased in 2025 vs. 2024 (15 vs. 42).

St. Louis, MO: Heidi Israel, PhD, FNP, LCSW, CCRG

We saw a decrease in fatal overdoses involving fentanyl possibly 
attributed to staff and vending machine distribution of free naloxone. 
Possible decreases in purity have been noted. Heroin continues to be 
seen at low levels in treatment and medical examiner data.

Washington, DC: Lisa Wiederlight, MPP

 No information to report at this time.

Minnesota: Nate Wright, PhD, MPH

There was a notable spring surge in fatal and nonfatal overdoses, time bound, with the 
number of overdoses reduced to expected and consistent numbers since. We also observed 
a small but notable increase in carfentanil detections from our biosurveillance program.

Nebraska: Patrick Habecker, PhD

Heavy methamphetamine use continued statewide. 
Overdose deaths were down but returning to 2020 
levels of ~150 deaths per year. The accuracy of the 
overdose death reporting system is being evaluated 
for improvements.

Ohio: Kelley Kampman, PhD

Nonfatal and fatal overdoses continue to trend downwards (monthly nonfatal 
overdose ED visits dropped from 46.1 in 2024 vs. 39.6 in 2025, based on CDC 
DOSE-SYS data). The Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner's office continues 
to report a decrease in total overdose deaths from 2023-2025.

Denver, CO: Tyler Coyle, MD

 No information to report at this time.

Chicago, IL: Mary Mackesy-Amiti, PhD

There has been a sharp decrease in opioid-related overdose deaths 
(~45% through November 2025) compared to 2024 (499 vs 911).

Philadelphia, PA: Jeanmarie Perrone, MD

In 2025, we saw a new and highly impactful drug withdrawal 
syndrome associated with the new alpha agonist, medetomidine.

New York City, NY: Ellenie Tuazon, MPH

In 2025, we saw the continued involvement of carfentanil in overdose 
deaths, often involving other substances. These were seen more 
frequently this year compared to 2024. Medetomidine has also been 
detected in community drug checking samples.

Kentucky: Sarah Hargrove, MS

 No information to report at this time.

Response Key

Response indicates no 
recent signal related to drug

Atlanta, GA: Matt Myers, MS, MPA

In 2025 we experienced the consequences of SB 494 (effective October 2024), 
where the Georgia General Assembly attempted to fix "loopholes" in the 2018 
Farm Bill. Instead this resulted in the creation of semi-synthetic cannabinoid 
consumables, disingenuously marketed as "hemp". While the Department of 
Agriculture continues to sort out the regulatory process, the repercussions 
remain unknown, but the foreseeable outcome is easy access to these 
products at gas stations statewide.

Response indicates recent 
signal related to drug


