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Alert from the NDEWS Web Monitoring Team
Reddit mentions of ketamine + fentanyl

Sum of ketamine+fentanyl Reddit posts/unique users in a rolling 60-day window
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Why are we reporting on this? In response to feedback to our NDEWS Early Warning
Network, a reader alerted us to a potential trend in the combined use of ketamine and
fentanyl. Recent Reddit discussions highlight growing concerns about fentanyl
contamination in ketamine supplies and fatal overdoses from this combination at
festivals and in recreational settings.

What are Nitazenes? Ketamine is a dissociative anesthetic used medically for
anesthesia and depression treatment, but recreationally produces hallucinogenic
effects, out-of-body experiences, and sedation. Fentanyl is a potent synthetic opioid
approximately 50-100 times stronger than morphine, used medically for severe pain but
increasingly found contaminating illicit drug supplies.

Public Health Impacts: Reddit discussants report being around fatal overdoses from
ketamine contaminated with fentanyl, particularly at music festivals. Commenters
express difficulty identifying contamination through appearance or effects alone,
creating uncertainty about substance purity.
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How is it Being Discussed? Festival safety dominates conversations, with Reddit users
sharing reports of deaths at UK festivals allegedly linked to fentanyl-contaminated
ketamine. Testing practices receive significant attention, with users recommending
multiple reagent tests and fentanyl test strips, though some report challenges with
testing ketamine specifically.

Several discussants report using ketamine to manage opioid withdrawal symptoms or
as part of polysubstance use patterns. Post creators frequently seek advice on
identifying pure ketamine through visual inspection, taste, or effects, though
experienced users emphasize testing as the only reliable method.

Medical interactions concern some commentors, particularly those on antidepressants
or with pre-existing conditions. Discussants share varied experiences with combining
ketamine and opioids intentionally, with some reporting enhanced euphoria while
others describe dangerous respiratory depression. Naloxone (Narcan) effectiveness for
ketamine-related overdoses generates confusion, with some commenters clarifying it
only reverses opioid effects, not ketamine toxicity.

Search method: The web monitoring team started with 16 ketamine terms that have
been used online, and 18 fentanyl terms that have been used online. The web
monitoring team searched for any instances where at least one term from the ketamine
list and at least one term from the fentanyl list were mentioned, with 288 potential
starting name combinations. After filtering for terms used more than five times in the
past year and a half, and for term combinations which almost exclusively referred to
ketamine and fentanyl respectively as opposed to other substances, the team was left
with six ketamine terms and four fentanyl terms for a 24 potential name combinations.

Drug Terms: Ketamine: Ketamine, Special K, Ket, Horse tranquilizer, Wonky, K-hole
Fentanyl: Fentanyl, Fent, Fetty, Dirty 30s
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