
Alert from the NDEWS Web Monitoring Team 
Reddit mentions of Quetiapine

What is Quetiapine? Quetiapine (Seroquel) is an antipsychotic medication primarily
used to treat schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and major depressive disorder, and as a
sleep aid. As of 2023, it was the most prescribed antipsychotic in the United States.

What was found? The web monitoring team was originally alerted to the substance
from a report on quetiapine overdoses in Tennessee. Discussion online has steadily
increased within the past year, with a peak in November and a more recent trend
upward since late December.

How is it being discussed? Analysis of online discussions reveals significant ongoing
conversation about both prescribed and illicit use of quetiapine. Illicit use includes its'
use as a "trip killer" for psychedelics, as a "comedown" aid for stimulants, and as an
unprescribed sleep aid. Discussion frequently centers around dosage levels based on
intended effects. Adverse effects mentioned include residual sedation, weight gain, and
seizures. Reddit users frequently mention its interaction risks with other substances,
particularly noting dangers when combined with stimulants or psychedelics.
Commenters frequently highlight concerns about cognitive impairment, potential
development of movement disorders, and increased dementia risk with long-term use.
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