
Alert from the NDEWS Web Monitoring Team 
Reddit mentions of SR-17018

Why are we reporting on this? SR-17018 has emerged as a topic of discussion on
Reddit, with commenters sharing detailed protocols for ingesting this drug as a
substitute to discontinue various opioids. Protocols include extensive peer-developed
guides, automated taper calculators, and compilation documents. They have been
widely shared.

What is SR-17018? SR-17018 is a biased G-protein μ-opioid receptor agonist that
selectively activates G-protein signaling pathways over β-arrestin 2 recruitment.
According to reports made by Reddit commenters, this allows for the management of
opioid withdrawal symptoms while simultaneously reducing tolerance to opioids.
Discussants describe it as producing minimal euphoria or analgesic effects,
distinguishing it from traditional opioid agonists.

Public Health Impacts: Reddit commenters report using SR-17018 to discontinue a wide
range of opioids such as fentanyl, heroin, methadone, buprenorphine, prescription
opioids, synthetic opioids (zenes), and kratom. Discussants describe highly variable
dosing requirements across individuals. A critical safety concern raised across multiple
discussions is the risk of fatal overdose if individuals return to opioid use after their
tolerance has been reduced by SR-17018. At least one fatality has been referenced in this
context. Commenters acknowledge complete absence of established safety data and
express uncertainty about potential long-term health effects. The purported delayed
onset of effects (1-2 hours) creates challenges in managing acute withdrawal symptoms
and may lead to inappropriate redosing.
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How is it Being Discussed? Reddit discussants have created comprehensive
documentation for generating personalized taper schedules. Discussants share specific
protocols involving calibration phases, maintenance periods, and tapering schedules,
with detailed logging recommendations. These peer-developed resources are widely
referenced and shared across multiple subreddit communities. Reddit commentors
frequently discuss SR-17018 as an alternative to traditional medication-assisted
treatment options like methadone and buprenorphine, with some expressing
frustration about limited access to addiction treatment. Some discussants report
combining SR-17018 with benzodiazepines, gabapentin, clonidine, and antihistamines to
manage residual symptoms. Additionally, some commenters report that ingesting
ketamine concurrently for psychological support during withdrawal.

The compound is primarily discussed in the context of its reported ability to reduce
cravings, with multiple Reddit commentors noting diminished desire to use opioids
even when substances are readily available. However, discussants also acknowledge
that SR-17018 addresses primarily physical withdrawal rather than psychological aspects
of addiction.
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