
Alert from the NDEWS Web Monitoring Team 
Reddit mentions of Nitazenes

Why are we reporting on this? Although discussion of nitazenes has decreased, it still
continues as one of the most highly discussed class of substances across monitored
substance use subreddits.

What are Nitazenes? Nitazenes, also known as benzimidazole opioids, are a class of
synthetic opioids that were first developed in the 1950s but have re-emerged in recent
years as novel psychoactive substances. Reddit commentors report that these
compounds act as mu-opioid receptor agonists, with potencies ranging from dozens to
over one thousand times that of morphine, depending on the specific variant.
Commonly discussed variants include protonitazene, metonitazene, isotonitazene, and
newer N-pyrrolidino derivatives (such as metonitazepyne and protonitazepyne) and N-
desethyl variants.

Public Health Impacts: Multiple Reddit discussants report experiencing severe
withdrawal symptoms from nitazenes, with some describing withdrawal as more
intense than that from fentanyl or heroin. A consistent pattern across reports indicates
rapid tolerance development, with discussants mentioning escalating doses over
relatively short periods of use. Discussants frequently express concern about the
extreme potency of these substances and the difficulty in achieving accurate dosing,
particularly with compounds active in the sub-milligram range. Several commenters
report unintentional exposure through contaminated drug supplies, including pressed
pharmaceutical pills and other substances testing positive for nitazenes.
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How is it Being Discussed? Reddit discussions reveal a community generally aware of
the serious risks associated with nitazenes, with experienced people who use nitazenes
frequently warning newcomers about the dangers of these compounds. Discussants
actively share harm reduction strategies, including volumetric dosing techniques, the
use of test strips, and recommendations to avoid certain variants known for caustic
properties. Some commenters describe attempting to use nitazenes as a substitute for
fentanyl, citing economic factors or supply issues, though others strongly discourage
this practice. Following the March 2025 UN scheduling action and various national bans,
discussants mention difficulty obtaining certain variants and the emergence of new
unscheduled alternatives. Multiple Reddit commentors report struggling with tapering
and cessation, sharing experiences and seeking advice on managing withdrawal. Routes
of administration are frequently discussed, with users comparing oral, intranasal,
intravenous, and vaporized administration, often noting different potency profiles
depending on route of administration.

Drug Terms: Protonitazene, Metonitazene, Isotonitazene, N-pyrrolidino protonitazene
(protonitazepyne), N-pyrrolidino metonitazene (metonitazepyne), N-desethyl
isotonitazene, N-desethyl etonitazene, N-desethyl protonitazene, N-desethyl
metonitazene, Etonitazene, Etonitazepyne, Butonitazene
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