
Alert from the NDEWS Web Monitoring Team 
Reddit mentions of xylazine

Why are we reporting on this? Xylazine has become increasingly prevalent as an
adulterant in the illicit opioid supply across the United States. Xylazine-adulterated
drugs have now spread nationwide, with reports appearing regularly across substance
use forums.

What is Xylazine? Xylazine (street name: "tranq") is a veterinary sedative and α2-
adrenergic receptor agonist used for animal anesthesia. It is not approved for human
use. Reddit commenters report that xylazine is being used as a cutting agent in illicit
fentanyl and heroin, producing sedation beyond typical opioid effects. Reddit
commenters also report that, unlike opioids, xylazine's effects cannot be reversed with
naloxone (Narcan).

Public Health Impacts: Reddit commenters report experiencing extreme sedation
characterized by sudden "blackouts" lasting hours, often waking in dangerous positions
or locations with no memory of the time elapsed. Many commenters describe wounds
and necrotic tissue developing at injection sites that are slow to heal and prone to
infection, with some reporting tissue damage even from intranasal use.

Discussants note that xylazine creates its own distinct withdrawal syndrome separate
from opioid withdrawal, with symptoms including dangerous blood pressure
fluctuations, severe anxiety and panic, intense sweating and temperature dysregulation,
and muscle spasms or seizures in severe cases. Commentators report that these
withdrawals can be life-threatening, with some individuals requiring ICU admission.
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How is it being discussed?
Reddit commenters demonstrate high awareness of xylazine contamination and
actively work to identify and avoid it. Many discussants report purchasing and using
xylazine test strips to screen their drugs, with users often testing multiple batches and
sharing results with their communities. Commentors describe attempting to identify
xylazine by characteristic effects, including extreme dry mouth, unusual sedation
patterns, and a distinctive taste or smell, though many note these indicators are
unreliable.

Discussants actively seek xylazine-free drug sources, with users trading information
about which geographic areas or vendors have cleaner supplies. The substance is
discussed extensively in the context of treatment challenges. Reddit users with desires
to cease drug ingestion express fear and confusion about managing dual withdrawal
from both opioids and xylazine. Some discussants report that healthcare providers and
detox facilities are unprepared to manage xylazine withdrawal, leading to inadequate
treatment.

Many Reddit commenters who have ingested opioids consistently for a long period of
time describe xylazine contamination as uniquely dangerous compared to previous
adulterants, with some stating it has finally motivated them to pursue substance
cessation after years of use.
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