
Alert from the NDEWS Web Monitoring Team 
Reddit mentions of Cocaine

Search Methodology: 240 separate searches on Reddit were conducted to analyze
discussions about cocaine use in the powder form and experiences. Our search
methodology identified posts mentioning cocaine in its powder form by searching for
terms including "powder," "powdered," "snort," and "snorting" alongside cocaine
references, while excluding crack-related terminology.

What was Found? According to Reddit discussions analyzed from recent months,
powder cocaine remains a frequently discussed substance across multiple drug-related
subreddits. Posts indicate ongoing concerns about purity, with users reporting cocaine
cut with various adulterants including benzocaine, talcum powder, and other
substances.

Public Health Concerns: Reddit discussants express significant concern about
widespread adulteration of cocaine with unknown cutting agents, including potential
fentanyl contamination. Posts sometimes report severe nasal damage including septal
perforations from regular use but frequently describe multi-day binges and rapid
tolerance development.
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How is it Being Discussed? People who report commonly write that cocaine's effects
last 30-90 minutes, leading to frequent redosing and multi-day binges. Discussions
about nasal damage are prevalent, including detailed accounts of septal perforations
with DIY solutions for managing symptoms. Comparisons to other stimulants suggest
many people find cocaine overpriced relative to its effects, with some preferring
amphetamines or research chemicals like 4-MMC. Reddit posts expressing concern
about addiction describe the rapid tolerance buildup and diminishing returns with
continued use. Discussions frequently mention combining cocaine with alcohol despite
acknowledged risks.
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