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Alert from the NDEWS Web Monitoring Team
Reddit mentions of bromazolam
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Why are we reporting on this? Bromazolam has emerged as the most frequently
detected novel benzodiazepine in the United States, with the Center for Forensic
Science Research & Education (CFSRE) reporting 198 detections in Q2 2025 alone. In the
past several months, Reddit discussion of bromazolam has seen an increase, although
removing the term "bromazolam" from the search and using only aliases so that the
timeline can be extended reveals that discussion is still well below where it was at the
beginning of the year.

What is bromazolam? Bromazolam is a designer benzodiazepine. It is a
triazolobenzodiazepine structurally similar to alprazolam but with reportedly higher
potency and longer duration. It is coommonly sold as a research chemical in powder
form, pressed pills, or liquid solutions.

Public Health Impacts: Reddit discussants frequently report experiencing "delusions of
sobriety"—a dangerous phenomenon where users believe they are unimpaired despite
significant intoxication. Multiple Reddit users report job loss, psychiatric holds, and
relationship problems due to this effect. Withdrawal concerns are prominent, with
commenters expressing fear about seizure risk even after relatively short periods of use
(as little as three weeks).
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How is it being discussed? Bromazolam's potency is frequently compared to
pharmaceutical benzodiazepines across Reddit. Reddit users report that 1-2 mg of
bromazolam produces effects similar to 1-2 mg of alprazolam, though with longer
duration and more pronounced sedation. The "delusions of sobriety" phenomenon is a
recurring theme. Some commenters even describe complete blackouts lasting multiple
days while believing they were functioning normally, often resulting in job termination
or psychiatric intervention.

Reddit analysis reveals that accessibility through research chemical vendors makes
bromazolam attractive to those unable to obtain prescribed benzodiazepines. Some
commenters express concern about receiving bromazolam in pressed pills marketed as
alprazolam, reflecting the broader issue of counterfeit pharmaceuticals containing novel
benzodiazepines.

Withdrawal management dominates many discussions. Reddit users with only a few
weeks of bromazolam use express concern about discontinuation safety. Some
discussants report attempting to use bromazolam for short periods to manage
withdrawal from other substances, only to develop dependence on bromazolam itself.

Commenters report combining bromazolam with stimulants like methamphetamine,
cannabis, gabapentin, and other benzodiazepines. These combinations are described as
increasing both desired effects and risks.

Search method: The web monitoring team started with 16 ketamine terms that have
been used online, and 18 fentanyl terms that have been used online. The web
monitoring team searched for any instances where at least one term from the ketamine
list and at least one term from the fentanyl list were mentioned, with 288 potential
starting name combinations. After filtering for terms used more than five times in the
past year and a half, and for term combinations which almost exclusively referred to
ketamine and fentanyl respectively as opposed to other substances, the team was left
with six ketamine terms and four fentanyl terms for a 24 potential name combinations.

Drug Terms: Bromazolam, bromaz, brom
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