
Alert from the NDEWS Web Monitoring Team 
Reddit mentions of Medetomidine

What is Medetomidine? Medetomidine, also known as "Domitor®", is a highly potent
alpha-2 adrenergic receptor agonist primarily used as a veterinary sedative and
analgesic. Medetomidine has a rapid onset of action and produces significant sedative,
amnestic, and analgesic effects.

What was found? Reddit data shows a consistent increase in medetomidine since
December, and discussions of this drug are at an all-time peak on Reddit.

Previous NDEWS Reports: June 14th, 2024

How is it being discussed? Online discussions suggest that medetomidine is used in
combination with opioids for recreational purposes. Reddit users report that the drug's
potent sedative effects are an order of magnitude greater than those of xylazine. The
combined CNS depression of a fentanyl-medetomidine mixture, often referred to as
"rhino tranq", is highlighted by commenters as a major danger, potentially leading to
severe respiratory depression and overdose. The discussion also notes that the potency
difference between medetomidine and other sedatives like xylazine may not be well
understood, leading to unintentional overdoses. Since the last report there has been
increased discussion about negative withdrawal symptoms, including tremors and
cardiovascualar instability, that, in some cases, reportedly required intensive hospital
care. Discussants also are referring to new symptoms more recently including
hallucinations and peripheral cyanosis (blue skin without hypoxia) Recent discussion
also notes the availability of medetomidine specific test strips.
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