Sentinel Site Report, September 2025:
NDEws What trends are being observed locally concerning dissociatives

or "club drugs"?

Nebraska: Patrick Habecker, PhD Chicago, IL: Mary Mackesy-Amiti, PhD Ohio: Kelley Kampman, PhD

MDMA: detected in about 1% of overdose deaths in 2024 (n=13) and 2025 (n=7). Ketamine: not widely available with exception of Akron-Canton
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?/(;/Vev Tee\?erlzffleopnzrjfnogt?gnpiﬁiigrs;sr;%Omu(r)rf,?:sgi\glazt s6e/oerrenpe?1r’;cilgr?s Ketamine: detected in 0.5% of overdose deaths in 2024 (n=7) and 1.4% (n=9) in 2025. and Columbus area. Ohio BCl labs report that ketamine and PCP
o kel oF The GHRer CEivarves, e eV MEE SSE Sy Eoorts PCP: detected in 2.1% of overdose deaths in 2024 (n=29) and 2.3% (n=15) in 2025. All have been used as cutting agents for heroin and fentanyl.
from local health departments or police departments about these MDMA and one-third of ketamine associated deaths occurred in combination with Respondents in the Dayton, Toledo and Athens areas indicated
substances, nor has it come up with community groups. methamphetamine. MDMA, Ketamine, and PCP were equally likely to occur with that inhalants are popular and easy to obtain, notably Galaxy Gas
' or without cocaine. Ketamine and PCP were equally likely to occur with or without (flavored nitrous oxide), and targeted to younger consumers.

fentanyl, while MDMA was less likely to co-occur with fentanyl.

New York City, NY: Ellenie Tuazon, MPH

Seattle, WA: Caleb Banta-Green, PhD, MPH, MSW

& Jason Williams, PhD We track overdose deaths involving PCP and ketamine, but they are rare,

Minnesota: Nate Wright, PhD, MPH
ranging from 1% to 2%.

Per quarter, state-wide community drug checking program sees 15-20 samples No specific data to report on dissociatives at this time.

sold as ketamine. Ketamine show up in samples sold as other drugs, notably
phenethylamines and occasionally with cocaine. 2 of 173 crime lab samples
were positive for ketamine. DXM has been seen occasionally in crime lab and
drug checking data. No known overdoses, as the King County Medical
Examiner's Office does not track ketamine or other dissociatives.

Philadelphia, PA: Jeanmarie Perrone, MD

Synthetic cannabinoids 5F-ADB (n=2) and MDMB-4en-PINACA
(n=4) were detected among K2/Spice suspected samples.

Washington, DC: Lisa Wiederlight, MPP

Denver, CO: Tyler Coyle, MD

No specific data to report on dissociatives at this time.

2021-2025 data from CDPHE Vital Statistics Program shows trends
in ketamine- and MDMA-involved fatal overdoses remain steady.
Provisional 2025 data denotes 24 fatal overdoses involved MDMA,

and 17 involved ketamine.

Kentucky: Sarah Hargrove, MS

Ketamine is seen in <5 fatal overdoses in 2025 and 2024. Other dissociatives are not
being seen in fatal overdoses locally. Multiple large scale law enforcement seizures of
ketamine have been reported this year.

San Francisco, CA: Phillip Coffin, MD, MIA

Use of club drugs remains stable locally, with regular use and

ional medical tati ith toxicities. . .
occasional medical presentations with toxicities St. Louis, MO: Heidi Israel, PhD, FNP, LCSW, CCRG

Ketamine was detected in 9 of 26 samples submitted to county-wide drug
checking between August-October. These samples contained many other
substances (cocaine, MSMA, Minoxidil, various forms of fentanyl (isomers)
and 1 contained mitragynine. 4 of the 9 samples were sold as cocaine, 3 as
fentanyl, 1 as methamphetamine and 1 unknown. Samples came in various
forms including powder, capsules filled with powder, or liquid.

San Diego, CA: Annick Bérquez, PhD

Data collected between March — October 2025 from 555 participants, of
whom the majority use opioids and a small fraction (<25%) use stimulants
but no opioids, 29% report ever using PCP and 4.7% report using PCP in the
past 6 months. Ketamine use is much less prevalent as reported by study
population. Harm Reduction San Diego shared PCP use was likely becoming
more common in specific communities, but testing its presence with FTIR is

Atlanta, GA: Matt Myers, MS, MPA

more complex as it required drying it out to obtain a powder format.

: There is little evidence of dissociatives in the local drug supply. 2 of over 1,500
samples reported last month, contained ketamine and no instances of other
dissociative drugs. In the past 3 months, there were no reports of novel/designer

dissociatives. PCP has been largely absent from the drug supply for an extended

Texas: Dayong Lee, PhD ’ . . . S e e
YOn9 period of time, with only sporadic individual findings.
Response Key PCP continues to be prevalent in some local metropolitan areas. Since January 2024,
there have been 8 positive toxicology cases for ketamine and 1for dextromethorphan.
.. The Houston Forensic Science Center does not currently monitor PCE, nitrous oxide, sy,
Response indicates recent . o o . Florida: Bruce Goldberger, PhD
signal related to drug or novel analogs. Seized Drugs department similarly had a few positive ketamine
cas|e§ (P:E)" We_are rpo_mtpn:g er aDpo||SS|bIe(|jn|(_:|rease n lgetar;\'lnlfe] cases, due to the Ketamine has been identified in seized drug in South Florida,
multiple ketamine clinics in Austin, Dallas, and Houston, but this has yet to occur. most often in combination with MDMA. In 2024, ketamine was

identified as the cause of death in 44 out of 278 decedents.

Response indicates no
recent signal related to drug
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