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Medicolegal Death Investigator (MDI)-Network Quarterly Report, Summer 2025: 
Received 20 responses from 15 states addressing prevalence of fentanyl and 

sedatives in case work + other trends of note

Florida

We see fentanyl often and have 
seen a few cases with xylazine.

The number of fentanyl cases are decreasing, 
but it is still the leading cause of accidental 
overdose deaths. We have had a few cases 
involving sedatives.

North Carolina

We see a lot of fentanyl in casework, some fluorofentanyl, and a handful 
of o-Methylfentanyl. We have seen xylazine for years, and increasing see 
medetomidine recently (within the last 6 months), although still not as 
often as xylazine. Bromazolam has been prevalent for a while and 
remains. common. Also of note: the synthetic cannabinoids we have 
seen most frequently in deaths are MDMB-4en-PINACA, 
4F-MDMB-BUTINACA, ADB-BUTINACA, and 5F-ADB.

New Hampshire

Drug overdose deaths in have declined significantly 
(41% from 2022 to 2024) but fentanyl (with or without 
other drugs) remains most prevalent (76% in 2024). 
Xylazine is being detected more frequently in recent 
years but typically at low levels.  We have not detected 
medetomidine to date.  Bromazolam was detected in 
3 drug overdose deaths in 2023 and in 2024. 

Oregon

71% of our drug related deaths are related to fentanyl.

Idaho

We have had an increase in fentanyl and derivatives 
in the last year.  Approximately 30% of our drug 
related deaths have had fentanyl derivatives in the 
system. Also of note: there has been an increase in 
elderly overdoses, this may be due to not being able 
to remember taking their meds and then taking 
them again, causing an accidental overdose.

There has been an increase in fentanyl related 
deaths, as well as an increase in benzodiazepine 
related deaths (both accident and suicide manner 
of death). Also of note: there has been an increase in 
overdose deaths related to substances marketed as 
a "natural" substance ex. kratom.

Washington

Typically, we see fentanyl + methamphetamine-involved 
polysubstance overdoses. Wisconsin

Have seen 2 cases involving fentanyl in the last year.
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California

Most of our fatalities involve a mix of methamphetamine 
and fentanyl. So far only one case of bromazolam, but we 
generally are a few years behind the trends

South Carolina

The majority of our cases involve fentanyl either by itself or in 
combination with other substances. Benzodiazepines have appeared 
sporadically in our toxicology results, we have had two cases in 2025 
involving bromazolam. Alprazolam, on the other hand, tends to appear 
more frequently.  Xylazine was seen in the majority of polysubstance 
deaths involving fentanyl; however, xylazine is now decreasing in our 
area. We have not had any cases involving medetomidine. Also of note: 
we have had one fatal overdose involving N-Pyrrolidino protonitazene. 

Iowa

We do not have information to report at this time.

Ohio

Majority of overdose deaths contain fentanyl and we are seeing sedatives in the 
casework, but overall overdose deaths have been trending down over the last few years. 

Indiana

Have noticed an increase in the prevalence of 
fentanyl and fentanyl analogs, but no increase 
in the prevalence of sedatives.

Fentanyl and fentanyl analogs is seen frequently, 
and occasional detection of sedatives. 

Oklahoma

Fentanyl has been increasing for over the last several years, now seeing the almost the 
same amount as we do methamphetamine (which is the majority of our cases). 
Fentanyl analogs we have seen included our first carfentanil cases this year (2), as well 
as ortho-methylfentanyl and para-fluorofentanyl. Xylazine is commonly in our fentanyl 
and/or analog positive cases, but we have seen it alone, no cases of medetomidine. 
We do regularly see benzodiazepines including bromazolam, desalkylgidazepam, 
etizolam, flualprazolam, among others. Also of note: There is still a large amount of 
synthetic cannabinoids circulating, especially amongst our prison and jail 
populations. There has also been an increase in psilocin/psilocybin prevalence.

Mississippi

We do not have information to report at this time.

Alabama

Use of fentanyl and possession is increasing. Also 
of note: increased amount of the deaths other 
than natural have some relation with drug and 
alcohol use.

Fentanyl is in most of the samples we see, xylazine 
is seen and some benzodiazepines but few 
barbiturates are noted

97% of drug cases involve fentanyl and or fentanyl  
analogs. Have also seen an increase in xylazine
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Medicolegal Death Investigator (MDI)-Network Quarterly Report, 
Summer 2025: 20 responses from 15 states

Geographic Distribution of Responses
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Organized by Western to Southern US region

State Response count 

Washington 1 

Oregon 1 

California 1 

Idaho 2 

Iowa 1 

Wisconsin 1 

Indiana 2 

Ohio 1 

New Hampshire 1 

Oklahoma 1 

Mississippi 1 

Alabama 3 

North Carolina 1 

South Carolina 1 

Florida 2 

TOTAL 20 
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Overview

Type of death investigator office Jurisdiction type of death investigator office
Aggregate population of the jurisdiction(s) 

served by respondents

Are initial toxicology screenings (i.e., presumptive tests such as immunoassay, rapid urine drug screen at 
autopsy) done prior to sending to an off-site toxicology laboratory?

Type Response count Percent 

County coroner office 12 60 

State medical examiner office 3 15 

County medical examiner office 3 15 

Sheriff-coroner/medical examiner office 1 5 

District/regional medical examiner office 1 5 

TOTAL 20 100 

Jurisdiction Size Response count Percent 

250,000 or more 7 35 

25,000-249,999 11 55 

Fewer than 25,000 2 10 

TOTAL 20 100 

Area of Jurisdiction Response count Percent 

Mix of urban and rural 12 60 

Rural 7 35 

Urban 1 5 

TOTAL 20 100 

Tox screenings done prior to off-site lab Response count Percent 

No 11 55 

Yes 7 35 

All toxicological analysis is done in-house 2 10 

TOTAL 20 100 

Medicolegal Death Investigator (MDI)-Network Quarterly Report, 
Summer 2025: 20 responses from 15 states

Note 6 of the 7 respondents who selected yes, noted that the presumptive 
drug screening tests performed receive confirmation testing


