
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
San Francisco 

Sentinel Community Site (SCS)  
Drug Use Patterns and Trends, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

October 2016 
 
 
 

NDEWS Coordinating Center 
 
 
 
 

NDEWS is funded under NIDA Cooperative Agreement DA038360 awarded to the Center for Substance Abuse Research (CESAR)  
at the University of Maryland, College Park. Opinions expressed in this report may not represent those of NIH or NIDA.



Sentinel Community Site (SCS) Locations 

Sentinel Community Epidemiologists (SCEs) 
 

Atlanta Metro 
Brian J. Dew, PhD  
Department of Counseling and 
Psychological Services 
Georgia State University 
Phone: 404-413-8168  
bdew@gsu.edu 
 
Chicago Metro 
Lawrence J. Ouellet, PhD 
School of Public Health 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
Phone: 312-355-0145  
ljo@uic.edu   
 
Denver Metro 
Cindy Laub, PhD 
Office of Behavioral Health Strategies 
City and County of Denver 
Phone: 720-944-1148  
cindy.laub@denvergov.org 
 
Wayne County (Detroit Area) 
Cynthia L. Arfken, PhD 
Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Neurosciences  
Wayne State University 
Phone: 313-993-3490  
cynthia.arfken@wayne.edu 
 

Los Angeles County 
Mary-Lynn Brecht, PhD 
Integrated Substance Abuse Programs 
University of California at Los Angeles 
Phone: 310-267-5275  
lbrecht@ucla.edu 
 
Maine 
Marcella H. Sorg, PhD, RN 
Rural Drug and Alcohol Research 
Program 
University of Maine 
Phone: 207-581-2596 
mhsorg@maine.edu 
 
Southeastern Florida (Miami Area) 
James N. Hall, BA 
Center for Applied Research on 
Substance Use and Health Disparities 
Nova Southeastern University 
Phone: 786-547-7249  
upfrontin@aol.com  
 
New York City 
Denise Paone, EdD 
Bureau of Alcohol and Drug Use 
Prevention, Care and Treatment 
New York City Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene 
Phone: 347-396-7015 
dpaone@health.nyc.gov 

Philadelphia 
Suet T. Lim, PhD 
City of Philadelphia 
Department of Behavioral Health and 
Intellectual disAbility Services 
Community Behavioral Health 
Phone: 215-413-7165  
suet.lim@phila.gov  
 
San Francisco 
Phillip O. Coffin, MD, MIA 
San Francisco Department of Public 
Health 
Phone: 415-437-6282 
phillip.coffin@sfdph.org  

King County (Seattle Area) 
Caleb Banta-Green, MSW, MPH, PhD  
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Institute 
University of Washington 
Phone: 206-685-3919  
calebbg@u.washington.edu  
 
Texas 
Jane C. Maxwell, PhD  
School of Social Work 
The University of Texas at Austin 
Phone: 512-656-3361  
jcmaxwell@austin.utexas.edu   

















































http://www.sfcdcp.org/document.html?id=749


tel:415-437-6282
mailto:phillip.coffin@sfdph.org


http://www.ndews.org/




















NPS Category Drug Identified Number (#)

Percent of
Drug 

Category**
(%)

Percent of
Total Reports

(%)

Total Drug Reports* 286 100.0% 100.0%

Opioids Category 91 100.0% 31.8%
    Heroin 33 36.3% 11.5%
    Narcotic Analgesics 55 60.4% 19.2%

MORPHINE 15 16.5% 5.2%
OXYCODONE 10 11.0% 3.5%
OXYMORPHONE 10 11.0% 3.5%
CODEINE 6 6.6% 2.1%
HYDROCODONE 4 4.4% 1.4%
HYDROMORPHONE 4 4.4% 1.4%
TRAMADOL 2 2.2% 0.7%
BUPRENORPHINE 1 1.1% 0.3%
FENTANYL 1 1.1% 0.3%
MEPERIDINE 1 1.1% 0.3%
METHADONE 1 1.1% 0.3%

    Narcotics 3 3.3% 1.0%
6-MONOACETYLMORPHINE 2 2.2% 0.7%
NALOXONE 1 1.1% 0.3%

Synthetic Cathinones Category 7 100.0% 2.4%
    Synthetic Cathinones 6 85.7% 2.1%

3,4-METHYLENEDIOXYETHYLCATHINONE (ETHYLONE) 2 28.6% 0.7%
ALPHA-PYRROLIDINOPENTIOPHENONE (ALPHA-PVP) 2 28.6% 0.7%
FLUOROMETHCATHINONE 1 14.3% 0.3%
MDPBP (3',4'-METHYLENEDIOXY-ALPHA-PYRROLIDINOBUTIOPHENONE) 1 14.3% 0.3%

    Synthetic Cathinones (Hallucinogen) 1 14.3% 0.3%
N-METHYL-3,4-METHYLENEDIOXYCATHINONE (METHYLONE) 1 14.3% 0.3%

Synthetic Cannabinoids Category 2 100.0% 0.7%
AB-FUBINACA 1 50.0% 0.3%

XLR11 N-(2-FLUOROPENTYL) ISOMER 1 50.0% 0.3%

Table 6b: Drug Reports* for Items Seized by Law Enforcement in San Francisco^  in 2015
DEA National Forensic Laboratory Information System (NFLIS)

Drug Reports* by Select Drug Categories of Interest
Number of Drug-Specific Reports, Percent of Analyzed Drug Category Reports**, & Percent of Total Analyzed Drug Reports

NOTES: 
^San Francisco: Note catchment area is San Francisco County not the 5 county MSA. 
Additional Note about Reporting Labs: The San Francisco Police Department (SFPD) laboratory has been closed since 2010; 
however, beginning in January 2012, the Alameda Sheriff Department laboratory began report their SFPD cases to NFLIS. All available 
data from the SFPD were included in the counts above.
*Drug Report: Drug that is identified in law enforcement items, submitted to and analyzed by federal, state, or local forensic labs, and 
included in the NFLIS database. The time frame is January to December 2015. 
**Selected Drug Categories: Opioids, Synthetic Cannabinoids, Synthetic Cathinones, 2C Phenethylamines, Piperazines, and 
Tryptamines are drug categories of current interest to the NDEWS Project because of the recent increase in their numbers, types, and 
availability.

The NFLIS database allows for the reporting of up to three drugs per item submitted for analysis. The data presented are a total count 
of first, second, and third listed reports for each selected drug item seized and analyzed. 

Source: Adapted by the NDEWS Coordinating Center from data provided by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), Diversion 
Control Division, Drug and Chemical Evaluation Section, Data Analysis Unit. Data were retrieved from the NFLIS Data Query System 
(DQS) on May 18, 2016.
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http://factfinder2.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2008/acs/general.html
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http://nccd.cdc.gov/youthonline/
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/rr6201.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2012/2012006.pdf










https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/assessing-drug-abuse-within-across-communities
https://www.drugabuse.gov/sites/default/files/cewgjune2014.pdf
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https://www.nflis.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/DesktopModules/ReportDownloads/Reports/NFLIS_MidYear2015.pdf
https://www.nflis.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/DesktopModules/ReportDownloads/Reports/NFLIS_MidYear2015.pdf
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