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Highlights 

• Numerous indicators suggest that alprazolam is the primary benzodiazepine abused in metropolitan Atlanta and 
throughout Georgia. It is the benzodiazepine most frequently detected in Georgia Poison Control calls, Georgia 
Medical Examiner results, Fulton County Medical Examiner results, and ethnographic reports with users. 

• Conversations with local users indicate an increase in the supply of, and demand for, liquid alprazolam. Although 
“super pills” have caused deaths in Florida and have been confiscated in Kentucky and Tennessee in 2016, this 
combination of alprazolam and fentanyl has not been reported in the Atlanta metropolitan statistical area (MSA).  

• Compared with the previous two years, the availability of, and purity and pricing for, cocaine hydrochloride and 
crack/cocaine in Atlanta remained stable in 2015. The majority of cocaine in Atlanta continues to be Colombian, 
and the City remains a primary hub for distribution along the East Coast. 

• Although the supply of and demand for cocaine remains stable, deaths related to the drug’s use increased more 
than 33% both in Atlanta and throughout Georgia in 2015 versus deaths in 2013.  

• Local ethnographic reports suggest an increased demand for higher quality marijuana and tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC)-based liquids, with the latter being increasingly smoked in vapor pens and e-cigarettes.  

• Multiple data sources indicate increased supply of methamphetamine in Atlanta with elevated average purity 
levels of between 85% and 90%. Increased purity levels of methamphetamine have led to more deaths both in 
Atlanta and throughout Georgia. 

• Two large seizures of methamphetamine totaling more than $18 million in street value were made in the Atlanta 
suburbs in 2015. Law enforcement officials confiscated more than 65 gallons of liquid methamphetamine at these 
two “conversion labs.”  

• The types and amounts of synthetic cathinones available in Atlanta continue to change with the influx of ethylone 
in 2015. In South Georgia, law enforcement and public health officials indicate an increasing amount of alpha-PVP 
(Flakka) entering the State via Florida.  

• Heroin use in Atlanta continues to increase. Calls into Georgia Poison Control have doubled in the past three years, 
and multiple death-related data (drug poisoning, Georgia Medical Examiner, and Fulton County Medical Examiner) 
suggest over a 100% surge in heroin-related fatalities in 2015 compared with 2013.  

• From conversations with local HIDTA and law enforcement officials, Atlanta is increasingly being considered a 
primary distribution center for heroin.  
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http://factfinder2.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2008/acs/general.html


http://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/NSDUHsubstateMethodology2014/NSDUHsubstateMethodology2014.htm


http://www.samhsa.gov/data/population-data-nsduh/reports?tab=38
http://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/NSDUHsubstateMethodology2014/NSDUHsubstateMethodology2014.html
http://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/NSDUHsubstateMethodology2014/NSDUHsubstateMethodology2014.html




http://nccd.cdc.gov/youthonline/
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/rr6201.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2012/2012006.pdf










https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/assessing-drug-abuse-within-across-communities
https://www.drugabuse.gov/sites/default/files/cewgjune2014.pdf


http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html
http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html


http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.safestates.org/resource/resmgr/imported/ISW7%20Full%20Report_3.pdf
http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html
http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html
http://apps.who.int/classifications/icd10/browse/2016/en


http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html
http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html
http://apps.who.int/classifications/icd10/browse/2016/en
http://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/data/analysis.html


http://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/data/analysis.html
http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html
http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html
http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html
http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html
http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html
http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html
http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html


http://wonder.cdc.gov/mcd-icd10.html
http://wonder.cdc.gov/wonder/help/mcd.html




https://www.nflis.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/DesktopModules/ReportDownloads/Reports/NFLIS_MidYear2015.pdf
https://www.nflis.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/DesktopModules/ReportDownloads/Reports/NFLIS_MidYear2015.pdf
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