NDEWS wationar Drug Early Warning System

Funded at the Center for Substance Abuse Research by the National Institute on Drug Abuse

Los Angeles County
Sentinel Community Site (SCS)
Drug Use Patterns and Trends, 2019

November 2019

NDEWS Coordinating Center

National Drug Early Warning System (NDEWS) ¢ www.ndews.org ¢ ndews@umd.edu ¢ @ndewsnews ¢ network.ndews.org

NDEWS is funded under NIDA Cooperative Agreement DA038360 awarded to the Center for Substance Abuse Research (CESAR)
at the University of Maryland, College Park. Opinions expressed in this report may not represent those of NIH or NIDA.



NDEWS national Drug Early Warning System

Funded at the Center for Substance Abuse Research by the National Institute on Drug Abuse

A unique feature of NDEWS is its capability to describe and compare drug use patterns and trends in
selected communities across the United States. The NDEWS Coordinating Center works closely with
Sentinel Community Epidemiologists (SCEs) in

12 Sentinel Community Sites (SCSs) across
the U.S. Emerging drugs and changing
drug trends are monitored by each local
SCE utilizing indicators such as drug
overdose deaths, treatment admissions,
hospital cases, poison center exposure
calls, and law enforcement seizures. In
May 2019, each SCE was asked to
review available indicators and identify
up to five drugs they considered most
important to summarize for their site
and include in their 2019 annual Drug

NDEWS Sentinel Community Sites, 2019
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Sentinel Community Epidemiologists (SCEs)

Atlanta Metro

Brian J. Dew, PhD

Dept of Counseling and Psychological Svcs
Georgia State University

Phone: 404-413-8168

bdew@gsu.edu

Chicago Metro

Lawrence J. Ouellet, PhD
School of Public Health
University of lllinois at Chicago
Phone: 312-355-0145
ljo@uic.edu

Denver Metro

Marion Rorke, MPH

Dept of Public Health and Environment
City and County of Denver

Phone: 720-865-5453
marion.rorke@denvergov.org

Wayne County (Detroit Area)
Cynthia L. Arfken, PhD

Dept of Psychiatry and Behavioral
Neurosciences

Wayne State University

Phone: 313-993-3490
cynthia.arfken@wayne.edu

Los Angeles County

Mary-Lynn Brecht, PhD

Integrated Substance Abuse Programs
University of California at Los Angeles
Phone: 310-983-1196
lbrecht@ucla.edu

Maine

Marcella H. Sorg, PhD, RN

Rural Drug and Alcohol Research Program
University of Maine

Phone: 207-581-2596
mhsorg@maine.edu

Southeastern Florida (Miami Area)

Ben Hackworth, MPH

Commission on Behavioral Health & Drug
Prevention

United Way of Broward County

Phone: 954-453-3740
bhackworth@unitedwaybroward.org

New York City

Denise Paone, EAD

Bureau of Alcohol and Drug Use
Prevention, Care and Treatment

New York City Dept of Health & Mental
Hygiene

Phone: 347-396-7015
dpaone@health.nyc.gov

Philadelphia

Suet T. Lim, PhD

City of Philadelphia

Dept of Behavioral Health and Intellectual
disAbility Services

Community Behavioral Health

Phone: 215-413-7165

suet.lim@phila.gov

San Francisco

Phillip O. Coffin, MD, MIA

San Francisco Dept of Public Health
Phone: 415-437-6282
phillip.coffin@sfdph.org

King County (Seattle Area)

Caleb Banta-Green, PhD, MSW, MPH
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Institute
University of Washington

Phone: 206-685-3919
calebbg@u.washington.edu

Texas

Jane C. Maxwell, PhD

School of Social Work

The University of Texas at Austin
Phone: 512-656-3361
jcmaxwell@austin.utexas.edu
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Highlights

e Methamphetamine continues to be a major problem in Los Angeles County.
o NFLIS data (Jan-June 2018): methamphetamine at 48.5% of total reports, continuing an
increasing trend over more than a decade
o Medical Examiner toxicology cases (2018): 1,126 (of 2,930 reported cases) tested
positive for methamphetamine, a substantial increase over 2017.
o Treatment admissions (2018): 33% for methamphetamine, an increase over the
previous year.
o Low and decreasing prices; major law enforcement problem.
e Heroin showed mixed trends, but small changes and lower numbers and percentages than
methamphetamine.
e Prescription opioids continue to be a focus of public concern, with increases in most indicators,
but still a small presence in some indicators.
o Medical Examiner toxicology cases (2018): 631 for narcotic analgesics, an increase over
previous year; fentanyl was positive in 287 of these cases, a substantial increase over
2017.
o Poison Control System (2018): 13.1% for prescription opioids (nearly that of all illicit
substances combined), a slight increase over 2017 (12.9%).
o NFLIS reports (Jan-June 2018): 3.3% for narcotic analgesics, an increase over 2017;
fentanyl was a major contributor to this category at 1.3%, more than double that in
2017.
o Treatment admissions (2018): 3.5%, a slight decrease from 2017.
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